
 

 
 
 

 
Topic: Artistic expression online   
Debate: Should an artist be forced to remove online exhibition photos? 

 
Project outline 
Read the Magna Carta: My Digital Rights Project Guide for Teachers to find out 
more about how to use this document. 
 

Step 1: Setting the scene 
Begin by asking the group to watch the video clip. 
This film has been developed in partnership with WebWeWant.org.   
 
A female artist has photographed the daily lives of her two children. These are to be 
exhibited in a public gallery. The photographs will also be shown on the gallery’s 
website and on the artist’s own website. After the website has launched a member 
of the public complains because some of the pictures show the artist’s children 
naked. She views the exhibition in the gallery to be a safe and controlled space, but 
wants all online content removed. 
 

Step 2: The big debate 
Should the artist be forced to remove the pictures? 
 

Step 3: Make it memorable  
This is the moment for you to make the process and outcome of your debate 
memorable. Here are some suggestions of activities to consolidate and extend the 
learning gained by the students during their debate: 

 Students write their own individual clause for a collaborative whole-class 
Magna Carta for the digital age. The clause should best reflect their 
argument, and can be an opportunity to practise skills in summarising and 
synthesising ideas. Have a look at the British Library’s own Magna Carta for 

Theme: Freedom Online 

http://www.bl.uk/teaching-resources/mcdr-a-guide-for-teachers
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights/videos/freedom-artistic-expression-online
http://webwewant.org/
http://www.bl.uk/my-digital-rights/vote-now


 
the digital age to read the many different clauses submitted by young people 
around the world. 

 Create a campaign poster that reflects their arguments and opinions on digital 
rights. This can be done as individual or small group work.  

 Develop a school Magna Carta for teachers to sign. 

 Use the knowledge gained to campaign for change in school or in their 
community. Activities could include writing to a local MP, approaching the 
local media or producing an article for a school newspaper. 

 Use the insight and understanding gained to become involved in campaigns 
across the UK and internationally, with organisations such as Amnesty 
International.  

 

Useful Resources 
 

Films and articles 
Our website features a selection of resources which may help you and your students 
prepare for your debate. This includes: 

 A short film introducing the issues around freedom online 
 Articles exploring freedom of speech and cyberbullying.  

 

Prompt questions 
You may want to help direct your students' research and argument development 
with the following questions: 

 Is the age of the children in the photographs relevant? 

 Is there a difference between what is acceptable in an art gallery and what is 
acceptable online? 

 The gallery may have a limited audience, but when images are digitally 
available and can be easily distributed does this make a difference? 

 What about the privacy of the children? 
 

External links 

Below are some useful articles on the topic: 

 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-30927/Art-gallery-pictures-naked-
children.html 

 http://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/2008-08-14/news/artist-betsy-
schneider-takes-pictures-of-her-children-naked-and-shows-them-to-the-
world/ 

 http://www.independent.co.uk/news/julias-pictures-could-it-happen-to-you-
1580611.html (note the date on this article – some context may be required) 

 https://www.indexoncensorship.org/takingtheoffensive/  
 http://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/jan/15/salman-rushdie-on-

charlie-hebdo-freedom-of-speech-can-only-be-absolute   
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The law 
 The two main offence provisions in this area are section 1 of the Protection of 

Children Act 1978 (PCA 1978) and section 160 of the Criminal Justice Act 
1988 (CJA 1988). There is also a question of what may outrage public 
decency.  

 The PCA 1978 addresses certain aspects of the sexual exploitation of children 
by penalising the making, distribution, showing and advertisement of 
indecent photographs of them. 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/legal/h_to_k/indecent_photographs_of_children/ 

 http://www.inbrief.co.uk/offences/outraging-public-decency.htm 
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Photography_and_the_law 
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